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Old Wilsonians Cricket Club
Anti‑Bullying Policy (Updated 2026)
1. Statement of Intent
Old Wilsonians Cricket Club (OWCC) is committed to providing a safe, friendly and inclusive environment for all children and young people. Bullying of any kind is unacceptable. All children must be able to report concerns and know incidents will be dealt with promptly, fairly and in line with ECB safeguarding procedures.
OWCC follows the ECB Safe Hands Policy (2024 edition) and uses the ECB Safeguarding Kit Bag templates to ensure our approach reflects national standards. 
OWCC is a TELLING club: anyone who knows or suspects bullying must report it to the Club Safeguarding Officer or other appropriate official.

2. What Is Bullying?
The ECB defines bullying as behaviour that causes distress, humiliation, or harm to another person. It may be repeated or a single serious incident. Forms of bullying include:
· Emotional
· Excluding, isolating, manipulating friendships, intimidation.
· Physical
· Hitting, kicking, pushing, damaging property.
· Racist, Discriminatory or Harassment‑Based Bullying
· Includes slurs, gestures, graffiti, or targeting protected characteristics (race, disability, religion, gender identity, etc.).
(ECB anti‑discrimination and inclusion standards are part of updated guidance.) 
· Sexual or Inappropriate Behaviour
· Unwanted contact, sexual comments or harassment.
· Homophobic, Biphobic or Transphobic Bullying
· Targeting a person’s identity or perceived identity.
· Verbal
· Name-calling, sarcasm, threats, spreading rumours.
· Cyberbullying
· Abuse via messaging, social media, email, gaming platforms, or video/photo misuse.
The ECB’s updated guidance includes misuse of photography, filming, live‑streaming, tagging, personal data, and images. 
· Coordinated or Group Bullying
· Online or in‑person bullying by multiple individuals.

3. Why Respond to Bullying?
Bullying causes harm and can escalate quickly. Every child has the right to participate in cricket in an environment where they feel safe and respected.
ECB safeguarding regulations require clubs to take all bullying concerns seriously and act immediately. 

4. Objectives of This Policy
OWCC aims to ensure:
· All coaches, officials, volunteers, children and parents understand what bullying is.
· Bullying concerns are managed using ECB‑approved reporting procedures. 
· Everyone knows who to report concerns to and what happens next.
· All children and parents feel safe, supported and empowered to raise concerns.
· Bullying is addressed quickly, appropriately and proportionately.
· Patterns of behaviour (including “low‑level concerns”) are monitored in accordance with the ECB’s Low‑Level Concerns framework (2025). 

5. Signs and Symptoms
Adults should remain alert to changes in behaviour that may indicate bullying. These may include:
· Reluctance to attend club activity
· Anxiety, withdrawal, loss of confidence
· Damaged belongings or missing possessions
· Unexplained injuries
· Difficulty sleeping or nightmares
· Aggression or disruptive behaviour
· Changes in appetite
· Unexplained excuses or evasiveness
· Sudden dislike of social or cricket environments
These may indicate other concerns, but bullying must always be investigated.

6. Reporting Procedures (Updated 2026)
Immediate danger:
Call 999.
Non‑emergency concerns:
Concerns must be reported as soon as possible to:
1. Club Safeguarding Officer: Ellie Thomas
2. County Safeguarding Officer (Kent)
3. ECB Cricket Regulator Safeguarding Team:
safeguarding@cricketregulator.co.uk / 020 7432 1200
(This is now the required national reporting route, replacing older “Child Protection Team” references.)
Information to provide:
· What happened, when and where
· Who was involved
· Witnesses
· Any evidence (messages, screenshots, photos, etc.)
Confidentiality:
OWCC follows ECB recording and information‑sharing guidelines. Reports are handled on a need‑to‑know basis only. 

7. Response & Investigation
OWCC will ensure:
· All reports are taken seriously and addressed promptly.
· Parents/carers are informed where appropriate.
· Serious cases are referred immediately to the ECB Cricket Regulator and County Safeguarding Officer.
· Where necessary, the police or statutory agencies are contacted.
· Measures are taken to support the child experiencing bullying.
· Those responsible for bullying are supported in understanding and changing behaviour.
· Behaviour plans, sanctions, supervision adjustments or suspension may be applied.
For adults bullying children, referral to the ECB Cricket Regulator is mandatory. 

8. Prevention Measures (Updated to ECB 2026 Standards)
OWCC promotes a safeguarding culture by:
· Reinforcing club rules and behaviour expectations
· Educating children on safe behaviour and respect
· Providing annual safeguarding briefings to parents
· Encouraging open communication and early reporting
· Ensuring coaches adhere to ECB’s Supervision Ratios, Online Communication Guidance, and Photography/Filming guidance
· Monitoring patterns of concerning behaviour (Low‑Level Concerns framework)
· Supporting inclusion for all children, including transgender and non‑binary participants, in line with ECB safeguarding recommendations around changing room access (2025 update).

9. Review & Approval
· Policy Owner: Club Safeguarding Officer (Ellie Thomas)
· Last Updated: March 2026
· Next Review: March 2027
· Version: 2026.1
OWCC commits to annual review of this policy in line with ECB safeguarding legislation and good practice.
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